
The Twentieth Wife: The Mesmerizing Tale of
Love, Intrigue, and Ambition in Mughal India
In the captivating historical novel, The Twentieth Wife by Indu Sundaresan,
the reader is transported to the majestic world of Mughal India. This
enthralling tale, spanning three decades, offers a vivid glimpse into the life
of Mehrunnisa, a remarkable woman who rose from humble beginnings to
become the twentieth and most beloved wife of Emperor Jahangir. With its
richly detailed narrative and compelling characters, The Twentieth Wife is a
literary masterpiece that will leave readers spellbound from beginning to
end.

Journey through the Mughal Empire

Set against the opulence and grandeur of the Mughal Empire in the 16th
century, the novel unfolds with a backdrop of political intrigues, power
struggles, and courtly love. Sundaresan's meticulous research transports
us to a bygone era, where we witness the emergence of a powerful and
resilient woman in a male-dominated society.

Mehrunnisa, a young and beautiful girl from a Persian noble family,
captures the attention of Prince Salim, who later becomes Emperor
Jahangir. The journey of their love, filled with both passion and obstacles, is
the central theme of the novel. Sundaresan skillfully weaves a tale of
forbidden love, societal expectations, and political machinations, keeping
the reader eagerly turning the pages to discover what fate has in store for
Mehrunnisa.
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The Twentieth Wife: A Complex Portrait of a Woman

One of the novel's greatest strengths lies in its depiction of Mehrunnisa as
a multifaceted character. We are not presented with a one-dimensional
heroine but rather a woman with ambition, intelligence, and the will to defy
societal norms. Sundaresan successfully portrays the internal conflicts
Mehrunnisa faces, torn between her love for Salim and her desire for power
and influence.

As Mehrunnisa navigates the treacherous path to becoming the Emperor's
wife, we witness her transformation from an innocent young girl to a shrewd
and strategic woman. Sundaresan beautifully captures the complexity of
Mehrunnisa's character, highlighting her vulnerability, resilience, and
unwavering determination to rise above her circumstances.

A Tapestry of Royal Intrigue and Betrayal

The Twentieth Wife not only explores the tumultuous relationship between
Mehrunnisa and Salim but also delves into the intricacies of Mughal court
politics. Sundaresan expertly portrays the court's power dynamics and the
lengths individuals would go to gain favor with the Emperor.
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As Mehrunnisa becomes entangled in the web of courtly conspiracies, the
reader is treated to an array of richly developed characters, each with their
own motives and agendas. From manipulative courtiers to loyal friends,
from jealous rivals to unsuspected allies, the novel presents a tapestry of
personalities that add depth and intensity to the story.

A Mesmerizing Descriptive Journey

What sets The Twentieth Wife apart is Sundaresan's immersive prose. The
author's descriptive prowess transports the reader into the heart of Mughal
India, painting a vivid picture of the sights, sounds, and smells of the era.
From the bustling streets of Agra to the extravagant palaces, every scene is
painstakingly depicted, allowing the reader to become fully immersed in the
story.

Sundaresan's attention to detail extends beyond the physical settings to the
cultural and societal nuances of the time. Through her words, we gain
insight into the customs, traditions, and rituals of the Mughal court, further
enhancing the authenticity of the narrative. It is this remarkable attention to
detail that truly brings the story to life.

A Journey Worth Undertaking

The Twentieth Wife is a novel that captivates from the very first page and
refuses to let go until the last. Sundaresan's masterful storytelling and her
ability to transport the reader to a bygone era make this book an absolute
must-read for fans of historical fiction.

Through Mehrunnisa's journey, we are reminded of the power of love, the
cost of ambition, and the indomitable spirit of women who dare to defy
societal expectations. With its blend of romance, political intrigue, and lush



descriptions, The Twentieth Wife is a tale that will leave an indelible mark
on the literary landscape.

Unlock the Secrets of The Twentieth Wife

If you're ready to embark on a mesmerizing journey through the Mughal
Empire, don't miss out on the captivating tale that is The Twentieth Wife.
Discover the passion, the intrigue, and the ambition that shaped the life of
Mehrunnisa, a woman who defied the odds to become one of the most
powerful figures in Mughal history.

Indu Sundaresan's masterful writing and her meticulous attention to detail
will transport you to a world filled with splendor and treachery. Prepare to
be enthralled as you unravel the secrets of the harem and witness
Mehrunnisa's incredible transformation. The Twentieth Wife is a literary
gem that deserves a place on every bookshelf.
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An enchanting seventeenth-century epic of grand passion and adventure,
this debut novel tells the captivating story of one of India's most legendary
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and controversial empresses -- a woman whose brilliance and
determination trumped myriad obstacles, and whose love shaped the
course of the Mughal empire.
She came into the world in the year 1577, to the howling accompaniment of
a ferocious winter storm. As the daughter of starving refugees fleeing
violent persecution in Persia, her fateful birth in a roadside tent sparked a
miraculous reversal of family fortune, culminating in her father's to the court
of Emperor Akbar. She is called Mehrunnisa, the Sun of Women. This is
her story.
Growing up on the fringes of Emperor Akbar's opulent palace grounds,
Mehrunnisa blossoms into a sapphire-eyed child blessed with a precocious
intelligence, luminous beauty, and a powerful ambition far surpassing the
bounds of her family's station. Mehrunnisa first encounters young Prince
Salim on his wedding day. In that instant, even as a royal gala swirls
around her in celebration of the future emperor's first marriage, Mehrunnisa
foresees the path of her own destiny. One day, she decides with
uncompromising surety, she too will become Salim's wife. She is all of eight
years old -- and wholly unaware of the great price she and her family will
pay for this dream.
Skillfully blending the textures of historical reality with the rich and
sensuous imaginings of a timeless fairy tale, The Twentieth Wife sweeps
readers up in the emotional pageant of Salim and Mehrunnisa's embattled
love. First-time novelist Indu Sundaresan charts her heroine's enthralling
journey across the years, from an ill-fated first marriage through
motherhood and into a dangerous maze of power struggles and political
machinations. Through it all, Mehrunnisa and Salim long with fiery intensity
for the true, redemptive love they've never known -- and their mutual quest
ultimately takes them, and the vast empire that hangs in the balance, to
places they never dreamed possible.



Shot through with wonder and suspense, The Twentieth Wife is at once a
fascinating portrait of one woman's convention-defying life behind the veil
and a transporting saga of the astonishing potency of love.
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